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NATO Spy Suspect 
May Face Death 


Reutera 


PARIS, Aug. 13— A 40-year- 
old Frenchman arrested for 
spying at NATO headquarters 
in Brussels was charged today 
with treason, an offense carry- 
ing the death penalty. 

Francis Roussilhe was de- 
scnFeldr^ifT lus^appSarance be- 
fore the State Security Court 
as a librarian, but informed 
sources said he worked at 
NATO headquarters as a trans- 
lator. 

The sources said Rossilhe, 
the father of three, was ac- 
cused of copying a large num- 
ber of secret NATO docu- 
ments for an Eastern Euro- 
pean country, for which he re- 
ceived large sums of money 
and photo-copying equipment 
to help his work. 

They said Roussilhe, who 
started working for NATO in 
1952, was arrested by Belgian 
police early last week as he 
left his office carrying classi- 
fied documents. 

After being brought to 
Paris, Roussilhe was ques- 
tioned in secrecy by French 
counter-espionage officials. 

The official secrecy contin- 


ued today when no details of 
the case were given out at the 
hearing. The State Security 
Court, which will try him, nor- 
mally holds its hearings in se- 
cret. 

Informed sources said that 
in his position at NATO Rous- 
silhe had access to many docu- 
ments, including some dealing '/ 
with European defense, NATO 
bases, the alliance’s troop 
strength and NATO Council 
discussions on the interna- ' 
tional situation. 

Under French law, French- 
men who spy on NATO coun- 1 
tries are liable to the same 
penalties as those who spy on 
France— death. Although 
France has withdrawn from 
NATO’s integrated military 
structure, Frenchmen still 
work at the NATO 'headquar- 
ters in Belgium. 

The evening newspaper 
France Soir said it was the j. 
most serious spying affair in 
NATO since 1963, when an- 
other Frenchman, ^Qeorgeg 
Pacmgj, was found "to have , 
Tfanaed over important secrets 
to the Soviet Union. 


